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USCG Application Guidelines 
 

Congratulations on completing the Captain’s Course at Confident Captain! 
 
Use this guide to help you properly put together your application package.  If you have 
questions that you are unable to find answers to in the packet, we will be happy to 
assist you but please read this thoroughly and gather all your questions before 
contacting us. 
 
Your certificate from Confident Captain is good for one year from the date of issue so 
please make sure to submit your certificate along with your application to the USCG in 
time. 
 
One of the first steps should be to start the TWIC application process (page 28).  This 
involves two visits to your local enrollment center.  Please make an appointment to 
guarantee your visit rather than walking in.  This process can take a few weeks and the 
timing is unpredictable.  Confident Captain cannot be held responsible for delays. 
 
Processing time with the USCG is also very unpredictable and it could take many 
months.  Confident Captain cannot be held responsible for this; it is your responsibility 
to submit your paperwork to the Coast Guard in a timely manner. 
 
How to use this guide:  This guide has been created by Confident Captain to help you 
throughout the application process.  For the most up to date information regarding 
USCG credentials, please contact the USCG directly, or visit: 

 https://www.dco.uscg.mil/nmc/merchant_mariner_credential/ 
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USCG Application Checklist 

 
License Applications:  Before submitting your application to the Regional Exam Center, 
please make sure that you have included the following items. 
 

1. Form CG-719B Application for License 
2. Notarized copy of the Merchant Mariners Oath (46 USC) if original license, 

and if mailing in your application 
3. Form CG-719K Physical Examination Report (must have been completed 

within the past 12 months, performed, witnessed, or reviewed by a physician, 
physician assistant, or nurse practitioner licensed by a state in the U.S., a U.S. 
possession, or a U.S. territory 

4. Form CG-719P USCG/DOT Periodic Drug Testing Form (completed with the 
past 6 months) 

5. Form CG-719S Small Vessel Sea Service Form 
6. Transportation Worker Identification Card (TWIC) 
7. Confirmation receipt from www.pay.gov showing that all applicable fees have 

been paid 
8. Confident Captain’s Course Completion Certificates and any endorsement 

(Auxiliary Sail, Assistance Towing, STCW) certificates you have received 
 

Forms referenced in this checklist may be accessed by visiting:  
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/nmc/forms/    
 

These forms may be downloaded, filled out and saved on your computer.  You will need to print 
the completed forms to sign them, then scan and save as the files to submit electronically via 
email, as preferred by the Regional Exam Center (REC).  Optionally, forms can be FAXed, 
mailed, or delivered in person to the REC. 
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Application for License Instructions 
 

When applying for your USCG Captain’s License, it is essential that your Application for 
License (Form CG-719B) is completed in its entirety.  Most of this form is self-
explanatory but there are often questions that arise when mariners begin looking at 

“Section II: Requested Coast Guard Credentials  
Credential or Endorsement Types(s) Requested:”  

To properly complete Section II, first gather all your sea time and then reference the 
checklists provided on the NMC website, which detail the requirements for each license 
at the following link: 
 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/nmc/checklist/ 
 

The following are the likely endorsements of interest: 
• National Master 100 NC 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/checklists/mcp_fm_nmc5_15_web.pdf 
• National Master 100 GL and Inland 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/checklists/mcp_fm_nmc5_23_web.pdf 
• National Mate 200 NC 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/checklists/mcp_fm_nmc5_13_web.pdf  
• National Mate 200 GL and Inland  

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/checklists/mcp_fm_nmc5_22_web.pdf 
• National OUPV Less Than 100 GRT 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/checklists/mcp_fm_nmc5_31_web.pdf 
 
Notes:   
“NC” means Near Coastal, “GL” Great Lakes. 
Tonnage requirements for 25, 50 and 100 GRT are included within the checklists. All 
tonnages are Gross Register Tons (GRT), which is the USCG’s “Domestic” tonnage 
rating, not “International” Gross Tonnage (GT). Checklists for Mates are combined up to 
200 GRT. 
 
On Form CG-719B Section II Page 3 “Description of Endorsement(s) Desired:” write in 
whichever license you believe that you qualify for, using the capacity, tonnage, and 
route listed on the checklist.  For example, “National Master of Self-Propelled &/or Aux 
Sail Vessels of Less Than 100 GRT Upon Near Coastal Waters” 
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IMPORTANT:  USCG “National” (Domestic) Licenses can be endorsed with 
corresponding STCW approval for validity in International waters provided you hold the 
National license and provide proof of additional STCW mandated requirements.  On the 
NMC website checklist page choose a checklist under STCW Officer Endorsements.  
 

 https://www.dco.uscg.mil/nmc/checklist/#collapse2 
 
The lowest tonnage shown is Master Less than 500 GT, but the USCG issues an 
equivalency rating of 200GRT/500GT for mariners with a 200 GRT License.  Lower 
ratings can be endorsed for STCW with completion of approved STCW Basic Training.  
 
 
 
The following pages are screenshots (hyperlinks not active) of the actual License 
Application form CG-719B, followed by the format for the Merchant Mariner Oath 
prescribed in CFR 46, Chapter 1, subchapter B, part 10, paragraph 10.225 (c), which 
must be notarized if not signed in person at the Regional Exam Center. 
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Physical Exam and Drug Testing Information 
 

• General Information about Physical Examinations:   
• For an original license and license renewals, form CG-719K (or CG-719KE for entry 

level ratings) must be used to apply for a Medical Certificate.  The completed form is 
part of the application package sent to the Regional Exam Center (REC) for 
evaluation along with other documentation. 

• Physical examinations fulfilling the USCG requirements can be done by any US 
licensed physician provided the Coast Guard form CG-719K shown on the following 
pages is used.   

• Locally we recommend Concentra in Providence or Warwick.  www.concentra.com 
• The doctor must complete the USCG form CG-719K and sign it.  Physical exams 

must have been completed within 12 months before you submit your paperwork to 
the USCG to obtain your license. 
 

 
• General Information about Drug Testing:  A drug test or certified program is 

required for most transactions.  ONLY a DOT 5 Panel (SAMHSA 5 Panel, formerly 
NIDA 5), testing for Marijuana, Cocaine, Opiates, Phencyclidine, and Amphetamines 
will be accepted.  Please review form CG-719P for details of what is required and 
accepted by the National Maritime Center (NMC).  Drug testing must be completed 
at a facility that is approved by the USCG. 

• Locally we recommend Concentra in Providence or Warwick.  www.concentra.com 
• Alternatively, other Regional Occupational Health Services locations will provide the 

same approved services. 
 
 
The following pages contain a list of common mistakes made in filling out the medical 
application, followed by screenshots of the actual form CG-719K Application for Medical 
Certificate.  This is followed by information about drug testing, and form CG-719P 
DOT/USCG Periodic Drug Testing (links in the screenshots are not live.) 
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Small Vessel Sea Service Form CG-719S 
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When documenting your sea time, it is important to note that this form, CG-719S is used 
only for vessels under 200 GRT.  Please note that one form should be completed for 
each vessel. 

• Section 1:  Outlines all the information about the vessel; all indicated boxes 
should be completed to ensure that your sea time is correctly accounted for. 

• Section II:  Each candidate should write in the days per month for each year 
served on the specified vessel.  It is important to be truthful with your sea time. 

• Section III:  Must be signed by an owner, operator, or master of the vessel.  
Please note that if the candidate is the owner of the vessel, he or she may sign 
off on his or her own sea time. 

 
For help determining sea time, please see the documents on the next few pages that 
deal how “days” are calculated, as well as tonnage determinations. 
 
For specific questions regarding sea time, please contact the National Maritime Center 
at 1-888-IASKNMC (1-888-427-5662) by email at  iasknmc@uscg.mil 
 
The following link from the NMC website provides instructions for filling out sea service: 
 
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/professional_qualifications/crediting_sea_service.pdf 
 
A screenshot of relevant sections follows below (hyperlinks not active). 
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USCG Tonnage Calculations 
 

Important Note: 
The guidelines outlined here are based upon the regulations set forth by the United 
States Coast Guard and are intended as a guide for students embarking upon the 
USCG licensing process.  These guidelines are subject to interpretation and are not 
meant as a substitute for careful review of the USCG requirements.  Any questions 
regarding the USCG regulations may be directed to the United States Coast Guard 
Regional Exam Center/Boston, (617)223-3040.  
 
 
USCG Tonnage Determinations: 
 
Master 100GRT, Near Coastal: 

• 720 days of service in the deck department on Ocean, Near Coastal or Great Lakes 
waters, OF WHICH, service on inland waters may substitue for up to 360 days of the 
total required service. 

• Recency:  90 days in the past 3 years on vessels.  Experience gained in the engine 
department of vessels of appropriate tonnage may be creditable up to 90 days of the 
service requirements. 

• Tonnage Calculations: 
o 100 GRT:  180 days (25%) of service on vessels of 51 GRT or above, OR, 

360 days (50%) of service on vessels of 34 GRT or above. 
o 50 GRT:  180 days (25%) of service on vessels of 26 GRT or above, OR, 

360 days (50%) of service on vessels of 17 GRT or above. 
o 25 GRT:  541 days (75%) or more for endorsement on vessels 5 GRT or 

less, OR, 180 days (25%) or more on vessels 6 - 25 GRT,    
 OR, 360 days (50%) or more on vessels 1 – 16 GRT. 

o (If mariner does not meet the tonnage calculation for 50 GRT or more he 
or she is elibible for 25 GRT) 

 
 
 
Master 100 GRT, Great Lakes and Inland: 

• Great Lakes:  360 days of service in the deck department, OF WHICH, 90 days of 
service on Great Lakes. 

• Inland:  360 daysof service on any waters. 
• Recency:  90 days in the past 3 years on vessels of any tonnage.  Experience 

gained in the engine department may be creditable for up to 90 days of the service 
requirements. 

• Tonnage Calculations: 
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o 100 GRT:  90 days (25%) of service on vessels of 51 GRT or above, OR, 
180 days of service on vessels of 34 GRT or above. 

o 50 GRT:  90 days (25%) of service on vessels of 26 GRT or above, OR,   
180 days (50%) of service on vessels of 17 GRT or above. 

o 25 GRT:  271 days (75%) or more for endorsement on vessels 5 GRT or 
less, OR, 90 days (25%) or more on vessels 1 - 25 GRT,    
 OR, 180 days (50%) or more on vessels 1 – 16 GRT. 

o (If mariner does not meet the tonnage calculation for 50 GRT or more he 
or she is elibible for 25 GRT) 

 
• Tonnage Increases: 

o If holding Master 25 GRT (service on deck, any position): 
! 90 days additional service on vessels of 0-25 GRT to increase to 50 

GRT 
o If holding Master 50 GRT (service on deck, any position): 

! 90 days additional service on vessels of 0 – 50 GRT to increase to 
100 GRT 

o If holding Mate 25 GRT (service on deck, any position): 
! 45 days additional service on vessels of 0-25 GRT to increase to 50 

GRT 
o If holding Mate 50 GRT (service on deck, any position): 

! 45 days additional service on vessels of 0 – 50 GRT to increase to 
100 GRT 

o If holding Mate 100 GRT (service on deck, any position): 
! 45 days additional service on vessels of 0 – 100 GRT to increase to 

200 GRT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following pages are screenshots of the CG-719S Small Vessel Sea Service Form.  
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Application Fees and Pay.Gov Instructions 
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Please use the instructions below to easily pay the fees online. 
 

1. Navigate to https://www.pay.gov/public/home 
 
2. Click on the “Pay it right here” link in the United States Coast Guard        “Pay 

a Merchant Mariner User Fee” box. 

 
 

3. Follow the process steps to fill out the form online. 
 
4. The user fees will automatically be calculated depending on the type of 

credential you are applying for.  Typically, there are three fees: 
a. Evaluation fee 
b. Exam fee 
c. Issuance fee 

 
5. Since you have already taken the examination at Confident Captain, you do 

not need to pay an examination fee.  
  
6. After completing the method of payment fields, reviewing, and submitting the 

payment, be sure to keep a copy of the payment confirmation with tracking 
ID.  This must be submitted with your MMC application for processing. 
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When Your Application is Complete 
 

When your application is complete and you have compiled everything that is on the 
checklist on page 3 of this packet, you need to submit all the forms and supporting 
documentation to a USCG Regional Exam Center (REC) for processing. 
The preferred method is electronically, by email. 
Detailed instructions for submitting applications to REC’s can be found at: 
 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/forms/electronic_submission_instructions.pdf  
 
A screenshot of the relevant information is provided below: (hyperlinks not active) 
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The closest USCG REC to Confident Captain’s primary classroom is the Boston 
Regional Exam Center.   
 
Boston Regional Exam Center: 

Address: 
U.S. Coast Guard  
Marine Safety Office Regional Examination Center 
455 Commercial Street 
Boston MA   02109-1045 
 
Phone:   
(617) 223-3040 
 
Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 0800 – 1600 
CLOSED FRIDAYS 
Closed on all Federal holidays 

 
How long does it take to receive the license? 
You will not receive your license until all forms and documentation have been evaluated 
by the NMC, and an FBI background check has been completed.  This can take 
anywhere from 2 – 10 weeks.  Once completed the USCG will mail your credential 
using standard US Postal Service, which can take up to 10 days.  If you desire 
expedited delivery, directions for this option can be found at: 

 
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/NMC/pdfs/helpful_links/expedited_mailing_options.pdf 

 
You can check the status of your application online or by calling the REC. 
To check your application status online, go to: 
 

https://homeport.uscg.mil/missions/merchant-mariners/merchant-mariner-application-status 
 
 


